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Computing Services News 
"About 873 7 documents ... 
... mqtch your query. '' 
Have you seen that sort of response to your searches? The 
most comprehensive searchers try to catalogue all the text of 
all the web sites. Thus, your searches can return thousands of 
possibilities. How can you find the most likely sites? A new 
site presents a promising idea. 
http://rankdex.qari . com 
Say you've researched a topic you're interested in, and have, 
after a lot of effort, found some pretty useful sites. You might 
very well put pointers to those sites on your web page, with 
a short description of each site. This new searcher catalogs all 
the pointers. So, when you search for something, you get the 
site that has the most pointers to it, phrased in the tenns 
you're searching for. 
They ask you to test it with a subject you have researched. I 
tried it on one of my fav 
and it returned the page that I had found to be the best on the 
subject. 
N S 
Knox Library News 
Renew Your Books Online 
After the lengthy downtime and inconvenience caused by the 
upgrade to our catalog, the Library is pleased to announce 
several exciting new features. From your office or home you 
can now renew your books, request a hold/recall to be placed 
on books that are checked out, give us your change of address 
or send us suggestions of titles you think we should purchase. 
You must have your User ID (the barcode on your library 
card) or Alternate ID and PIN number to access these new 
features. Directions are available from our web page 
www.nps.navy . ai.l/-library/bosunew.ht:m 
or on handouts which are available at the Library's Circula-
tion desk. If you are not sure of your PIN or Alternate ID 
please contact the Circulation desk (x2947). 
Greta Marlatt gmar/att@nps.navy.mil 
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Find that business! About 8737 docwnents ... . . .. . 
do, in a town, not a major city, in can be 
pretty tedious searching each of the 
neighboring towns for businesses in a 
particular category. Map to the business a 
click away; all free. Click Business, then 
Distance. 
There are a number of Web-based phone 
books. A feature I hadn't seen before: 
www . svitchboard. coa 
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choose (it recognizes many hundreds of 
categories) in (cont'd at right) 
Renew Your Books Online . . . 
E-mail From ISPs . . . . . . . . . . 2 
Junk E-mail . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
E-mail addresses . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
URLS are not E-mail Addresses 4 
Web-based Documentation .. • 4 
Virus Hoaxes . . . . • . . . . . . . . . 4 
Oracle . .. . . . ....... . .. .. . • 5 
Who Needs Us? 
We were wondering how many pointers 
there are to NPS web pages, besides 
Naval Postgraduate School 
pointers at the School. Tums out 
www . a1taviata . c:li9ital.com 
can tell us. Search for 
link:www.npa.navy.mil and not url:npa.navy.mil 
Check out Keywords in Help in Advanced Search to see 
the various parts of an html document you can search 
specifically. (The answer we got was: 1327.) 
Teaching via the Web 
Arlene Bird, in Oceanography, has a page about using the 
Web to support teaching: 
http : //atlantia.oc. npa.navy.ai.l/claaaroom/ 
One of the sample pages is: 
http : //id . ucad . edu: 80/-aniatat/ 
ceraalboxaa2.html 
You need to be running Java on your machine to run this 
program. (Netscape 3, on Computing Services Suns, runs 
Java.) It creates probability distributions of the chances of 
getting all 1 S different prizes from a cereal box if you buy 
N boxes. The Web is being used to show a mathematical 
concept, rather than just distribute files. Clearly, a signifi-
cant programming effort. 
This Bulletin is Online 
But you knew that, right? It's at 
http : //wab . nps . navy .ai.l/-fraziar/bul.html 
A new feature: Past issues (as of this writing, the last 
twelve issues) are also available in a single file, for easier 
searching. 
Chips is Online 
Chips (the Navy computer magazine) is at 
www. chipa.navy.ai.l 
E-mail From ISPs 
Many NPS computer users prefer to access their e-mail via 
an Internet Service Provider (ISP) like aol.com, mbay.net. 
or redshift.com. External access to the Internet eases con-
tention for the NPS dial-up modems, and provides more 
flexible use of the network for individuals. If you do this, 
you can read your NPS e-mail automatically from your ISP 
account, with the proper mail software configuration. 
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Configuring Your Mail Software 
When you send e-mail from a dial-up connection, two 
servers are used. These servers are defined by name in your 
mail software configuration file. The POP Server is the 
machine that handles your incoming mail. The SMTP 
Server takes care of your outgoing mail. How you should 
set these two server names in your mail software depends 
upon how you connect to the network. 
Connection via mbay.net: 
This allows you to read your NPS mail from mbay .net, and 
to send mail to both NPS and non-NPS addresses. 
In Netscape mail, in the 
Options ss> Mail and Nava Prefarancaa-->Serv•r• 
window, set: 
Outgoing Mail SMTP Server to: mail.rnbay.net 
Incoming Mail POP3 Server to: pop.ops.navy.mil 
In Eudora mail, click 
Specia1 -- > Sattinga --> Boats 
then set the server names the same way: 
Outgoing Mail SMTP Server to: mail.mbay.net 
Incoming Mail POP3 Server to: pop.nps.navy.mil 
The ReplyTo address on your outgoing mail will be 
usemame@mbay.net 
Connection via redshift.com: 
(Red Shift configuration information can also be found at 
URL 
http://www. radahift.coa/accesa.html 
This allows you to read your NPS mail from redshift.com. 
In Netscape mail, in the 
Options -> Mail and Nava Preference-> Server• 
window, set: 
Outgoing Mail SMTP Server to: mail.redshift.com 
Incoming Mail POP3 Server to: pop.ops.navy.mil 
In Eudora mail, click 
Special a. > Settings ma> Boata 
then set the server names: 
Outgoing Mail SMTP Server to: mail.redshift.com 
Incoming Mail POP3 Server to: pop.ops.navy .mil 
The ReplyTo address on your outgoing mail will be 
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username@redshift.com. 
Connection from other public lSPs is similar. Use the ISP's 
SMTP Mail Server's name, so that you can send e-mail to 
any Internet address, and use the NPS Pop Server name, 
pop.nps.navy.mil, to read your incoming mail from your 
NPS computer account. 
You must configure your mail software program with the 
appropriate server names, no matter what connection you 
use to access the Internet. 
Relaying Mail is Restricted 
Setting the SMTP mail server to mail.nps.navy.mil when 
you are connecting from a commercial ISP will prevent 
you from successfully sending mail to non-NPS addresses. 
This includes NPS addresses which have been aliased to a 
non-NPS address. Instead, you will get an error: 
"Ralayin9 denied -- uae your local SM'rP aail 
aerver". 
You will use mail.nps.navy.mil as your SMTP mail server 
when you are logged on from an NPS computer, whether it 
is a Sun workstation, an SGI, or a PC. The NPS mail ma-
chines will only deliver e-mail that is from a local NPS 
computer or to a local NPS address. 
For security reasons, it is no longer possible to send mail to 
non-NPS addresses from an ISP via the NPS SMTP server. 
Changing your Return Address 
When you set your SMTP server to your ISP server, your 
return address will not show as ops.navy.mil unless you set 
your Identity: 
In Netscape, click 
Options -> Hail and Newa -> Identi.ty 
In the E-mail block, put your NPS address. 
If this isn't clear, don't hesitate to call 656-3429, the Con-
sulting Office, or Larry Frazier, 656-2671. 
Caroline Miller miller@nps.navy.mil 
Junk E-mail 
Do you ever get mail you didn't ask for, telling you about 
money-making propositions, etc.? A question came in to 
Consult recently, suggesting we tell people about junk 
e-mail (often known as spam (why spam? because it's 
everywhere)). Here's what our postmaster has to say about 
spam. 
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Some have suggested requesting your administrator to 
block the domain with a filter. We can accept suggestions, 
perhaps, but won't block. We haven't been given the man-
agement ok to block spam sites in general. Most spam 
arrives under a bogus address, so sending mail to the 
postmaster@bogus.domain is an exercise in futility. 
If it applies, you can send mail to abuse@aol.com, 
abuse@compuserve.com, etc. addresses that are specifi-
cally set up for reporting network abuse, including spam. 
There is no easy answer to spam mail - I wish there were! 
People are able to buy lists of I S0,000,000 e-mail add-
resses for as little as $150, and they are using them to send 
all sorts of unwanted e-mail, because it is cheap for them to 
do so. These are unscrupulous sorts of people, out for a fast 
buck and unconcerned about the traditional "user responsi-
bility" on the Internet. 
Thanks for saving the messages-they do provide the only . 
source of infonnation we have for complaining to the relay 
sites and origin sites about the mail. 
I have a "spam page" on the Web that I will refer you to, as 
it has background and links, and at the bottom. suggestions 
for user responses. Please look at 
http : //web.npa . navy .:m.il/-ai.ller/ 
apaa_policy . htal 
You will probably want to forward the spam mail to post-
master@nps.navy .mil too. so I can add the official com-
plaint to your own. 
Don't feel that you have been personally targeted by the 
spammer -- it is a widespread problem, and isn't being 
addressed effectively at the top levels. All we can do is 
complain to the right people, and hope for the best. 
E-mail addresses 
Usernames 
Internet addresses have the fonnat: 
ua•rnaa.@host.ait•.domain 
where "usernarne" is the login or account name that a 
person uses to gain access to his incoming mail. 
Local e-mail can be sent to just: 
usernaae 
and the default value "@nps.navy.mil" will be appended 
automatically. 
Personal names are NOT used for e-mail delivery at NPS. 
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While our usernames are related to personal names, being 
composed of the initials and first six letters of the last 
name, JohnQ.Public@nps.navy.mil is invalid. jqpublic is 
the appropriate usemame for this individual. 
Domain names 
Domain names identify the organization that the computer 
account is provided by, which is the site the user is affili-
ated with. If a domain name used in an e-mail address does 
not contain any· .' (dots), then it is interpreted as the name 
of a host in the current domain. Otherwise, the message is 
passed to a mailhost that determines how to get to the 
specified domain. Domains are divided into subdomains 
separated by dots, with the top-level domain on the right. 
The most common "high level domains" are: 
.edu - denotes an educational institution 
.com - assigned to commercial organizations 
.mil - identifies a DoD (military) site 
.gov - designates a non-DoD governmental unit 
. org - a non-governmental organization, usually non-profit 
.net - given to network providers 
.de, .uk, etc. - country codes 
NPS is a DoD organization, so our high-level domain is 
.mi.1 
"nps.navy.com" will NEVER be a part of a valid address. 
Knowing the format of a valid Internet address will help 
you recognize good addresses, and spot potential problem 
addresses before you even send e-mail. Messages sent to 
invalid addresses are never deliverable. 
For more information, see URL 
http://web.npa.navy.mil/~mi.1lar/addr.htal. 
URLS are not E-mail Addresses 
Be sure to note the difference between a person's email 
address and a Web page's URL address. They both desig-
nate a location, but they fulfill different functions and use 
different protocols. 
The letters http in a URL indicate a protocol for presenting 
richly formatted, multimedia pages. You use URLs with a 
network browser, like Netscape, to connect to pre-format-
ted pages. 
E-mail uses a different protocol, SMTP, that presents 
information in the context of a personal mailbox rather 
than a published page. You use e-mail addresses, in the 
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basic format of username@domain, to send a short, primar-
ily textual message to the computer account of your corre-
spondent(s). 
URLs and e-mail adcJ. esses arc not interchangeable. Keep 
that in mind when you are sending e-mail. 
Postmaster, Computing Services 
postmaster@nps.navy.mil 
Web-based Documentation 
This is to announce yet another source of web-based infor-
mation. I am slowly but surely documenting all of the 
software which is supported in the Scientific Visualization 
Lab (SciVisLab) at 
http://vi•1ab-www. np•.navy.ai1/-phaadrus/docs/ 
Notice that this is independent of our on-line User's Guide, 
which has been on-line since late 1994 and is, therefore, 
somewhat out-of-date. (Chapter 3 of that book has always 
been a list of our applications.) I AM working on an 
up-to-date User's Guide, but we are under staffed . 
Please take a look at the general categories which I have 
defined and let me know if you know which category to 
look in in order to find what you need. For example, I don't 
know if everyone would think of looking under "Text 
Tools" for a program like a2ps(l), but where else? Please 
let me know your thoughts. 
Since this is work in progress, you may want to keep 
touching base with this resource as it evolves. 
Matthew H. Koebbe phaedrus@nps.navy.mil 
Virus Hoaxes 
There are currently numerous virus alerts flying around the 
Internet, many of which purportedly infect your machine, 
wipe the hard drive, kidnap your children, etc., merely by 
opening an e-mail. 99% of the time, the originator of these 
"alerts" is merely having a little perverse fun at your ex-
pense by trying to create a panic. Passing these alerts on to 
your friends merely plays into the hands of these gloom 
merchants. Legitimate virus and security alerts are promul-
gated by the NPS Information Systems Security Manager 
(ISSM). If you do receive one of these "alerts" from an-
other source, pass it on to the ISSM for evaluation. Don't 
re-broadcast it as, in most cases, it will be a hoax. 
Jeff Franklin jfrank/in@nps.navy.mil 
Naval Postgraduate School 
Oracle Distance Training 
Lois Brunner is the Oracle Class Facilitator. To sign up for 
a class, see her in ln-103 or email brunner@nps.navy.mil at 
least two weeks before the start of the class. Students, 
faculty and staff are invited to take advantage of the oppor-
tunity. 
Oracle Schedule 1997. 
September 
9-10 PL/SQL Coding Techniques 
11 Database Level Application Programming 
15 Smart Client GUI 
16-17 Oracle 8 New Features 
18 Introduction to Oracle Web Application Server 
23-24 Oracle 7 Architecture and Startup 
25 Using Oracle 7 Replication 
30 Developer 2000 Fundamentals 
October 
I Developer 2000 Tuning 
2 Designer 2000: Generate Web Applications 
7 SQL I: Retrieve Data(day I-language) 
(Skip if experienced) 
8 SQL II: Define and Manipulate Data(day 2-lang) 
9 SQL Statement Tuning 
14 Object Technology Essentials 
15-16 Oracle 8 New Features 
21-22 Oracle 7 Data and Security Management 
23 Oracle 7 Performance Tuning 
28 Introduction to Data Warehousing 
29 Discover 2000: Analyze Your Data Requirements 
30 Data Warehousing Fundamentals for OBA 
November 
4-5 PL/SQL Coding Techniques 
6 Database Level Application Programming 
11 Developer 2000 Rel 2 New Features 
12 Introduction to Oracle Web Application Server 
13 Developer 2000 Deploy Web-based Applications 
18 PL/SQL 8 New Features 
19-20 Oracle 7 Architecture and Startup 
Many courses are being developed to keep up with the 
evolution of the Oracle system. Classes are usually sched-
uled for Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday. Classes are held 
in In-119 from 0900 to 1300(with three 10 minute breaks). 
Lois Brunner brunner@nps.navy.mil 
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Computer questions (Unix, PC, Mainframe, 
Cray)? Send email to consult@nps.navy.mil 
or call ext 3429 or visit Consulting (Help Desk): ln-
146, Mon-Fri 0930-1130 1315-1515 
Status recording: 656-2713 
Dial-up: 656-2709; up to 28.8 kbps 
Computing Services POC 
NOTE: Email addresses in this section are simply the 
last name@nps.navy.mil, unless shown otherwise in 
italics. 
Assoc. Provost for Computer and Info. Services 
James Emery jemery In-310 3614 
Director, Academic and Administrative Computing 
David F. Norman dfnorman In-129 2574 
Assoc. Dir., Academic and Admin. Computing 
Bob Gentry bgentry In-132 3698 
Manager, User Services (acting) 
Dennis Mar In-133 2672 
AIX: Jim Hart jahart In-106 3661 
Editor, Bulletin Larry Frazier ln-113 2671 
User Registration Ruth Roy In-109 2796 
ADPSSO (Security) Neil Harvey In-108 2088 
Shift Supervisor, Operations In-140 2721 
Unix Sys Admin: Hiram Cooke In-116 3662 
Eldor Magat In-116 4156 
Joe Blau (Mgr.) In-111 3204 
Unix Workstations (AACS Labs) 
ln-141 has JS Sun SPARC 10/41; Ro-222, 14; Sp-311, 7; 
Ha-201C, 3. (Each has an HP LaserJet 4si printer.} 
Mainframes 
We operate (1) An Amdahl 5995-1100 (384 MB processor sto-
rage, l GB expanded storage). Interactive computing is pro-
vided under VM/ESA CMS, batch processing under 
MVS/ESA with JES3 networking. (2) A Cray J94 (4 cpus, l 
GB memory, Unicos). 
VM/CMS and MVS arc available 24 hrs/day, 7 days/wk. 
Mainframe Terminals 
In-141 6 3192-2 Graphics/APL 
Bldg223 11 3178-2 (1 APL) 
Mainframe Primers 
Naval Postgraduate School 
ln-140 IBM 3800-3 Laser (215 ppm) 
IBM 3262 Impact (650 lpm) 
ln-141 Tck 46930 Color Printer/Plouer 
ln-148 Shinko CHC-743MV Color Printer 
Sp-311 IBM 3203 Impact (1000 lpm) 
Ro-222 Ha-2018 IBM 3262 Impact (650 lpm) 
Visualization Lab In-148 
Matt Koebbe In-102A phaedrus 3778 
7 Silicon Graphics: 1 380 VGX, 1Onyx.34D TG, 1 lndigo2 
Extreme, 1 Indy; 1 ca.: Abekas frame recorder, Mac Quadra 
700, HP 730, DECstation 5000, Sun SPARC 10/41 
LRC's: Open: M-F 830-1630 
Ro-262 20 Mac Quadra 700 6 PC 486/DX 50 
GL-203 33 PC 486/DX 33 
GL-318 19 HP 730 1 PC 486/DX 33 
ln-151 12 PC 486 (33/50), 4 PC 386/33, 1 HP Illsi 
GL-128 15 PC 386/20 2 Z-248 (286) 
LRC Points of Contact 
Debbie Kreider Gl-203 x4 l 63 dkreider 
Joe Rogers 
Knox Library 
Gl-241 x3660 jrogers 
Director: Maxine Reneker mreneker 2341 
Library Web Glen Koue gkoue 3324 
Library Systems Doug Gould dgould 3342 
Info. Systems Mgr. Greta Marlatt gmarlatt 2344 
Library Catalog (BOSUN) 
Available via dialup and from most networked com-
puters all the time; now from the Web. For access 
from a PC or Mac. GUI software is available for 
checkout from the Library at the Circulation Desk. 
Administrative LAN Group POC 
Manager: Joe LoPiccolo j/opiccolo 
Network Administrators: 
2994 
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Codes 00. 008, 01, 013, 02, 03, 06, 07, 08, l 0 
Lonna Sherwin lsherwin 1065 
Codes 006, 03 lA, NOO, NI, N2, N3, N3 l. NS, OR, 
MA, NS Renee Lightcap r/ightcap l 066 
Codes 004, N4, 09, CCMR Chris Abila cabila 2195 
Codes Nl 1, 018. PSD Melford Maxie mlmaxie 2195 
Currie Offices and Academic Depts not listed are 
assisted by all administrators. 
Mac Support: Charles Taylor ctaylor He-E204 2875 
Lary Moore lary Hc-E202 3170 
General Points of Contact 
ADP Security, Jeff Franklin, He-E208 jfranklin 2469 
Computer Users Council (CUC) 
Colin Cooper, President 
Ed Nath, Secretary 
Ed Moonnan, Student Representative 
NPS Computer Club 
2454 
3014 
Email addresses are @ops.navy.mil unless specified 
otherwise. For "rips~ put nps.navy.mil 
Club URL: http://web.nps.navy.mil/-npscompu 
Club President: Mike Holden mjholden 
Vice President: Jim Cummiskey jccummis@cs.nps 
Secretary: Kern Lunde lunde@aa.nps 
Treasurer: Doreen Jones DMJONES88@aol.com 
or dmjones 
Membership Chainnan: Rich Moonnan moonnan 
User Groups Coord. Ann Sires lady2l@aol.com 
OS/2 SIG Chair: Ed Devilliers deville@cs.nps 
DOS/Win. SIG Chair Chris Henderson cbhender 
Mac SIG Chair Chris Kirkham cckirkha 
Linux SIG Frank Free freef 
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